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Letter from the Pastor: Revive 

Cutting through the busyness to live a Jesus-shaped life 

 

“Mission without renewal is hypocrisy” - Cardinal Josef 

Leo Seunens 

 

We have had a very busy, moving, powerful two years. 

Now that we have all five of our ministry areas up and 

running, we need to attend to something. Our faith lives. 

Deep calls to deep, says the psalmist (Psalm 42:7). Please 

join me as we go deeper into our Christian lives. The 

program includes an opening and closing retreat; three 

modules of six, two-hour sessions: fall, winter and spring; a trusted small group that 

offers support and mentoring; and experience with ancient and modern prayer 

practices, scripture study methods, and spiritual discernment assistance.  
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Starting in September we will have the opportunity to build our faith. Over 3 six-week 

modules in September, January, and April, we will learn together about prayer, the 

Scriptures, and understanding God’s voice in our particular lives. We begin with a 

weekend retreat September 21-22, and then meet the following six Monday evenings. 

During the fall module, we will focus on prayer. 

Check in with me and watch our website to receive your invitation.  

Blessings, 

Pastor Dawn pastor@firstelc.ca 

Why I Give By Roy Wick  

As with most things there is always the concept that we don't receive things without 
investment, other than of course the Grace of God.  Each of us has our special moments 
or gifts at FIRST. For me it was the support and sharing during the loss of my 
grandmother that awakened me to the faith and the value of this special congregation. 
We were welcomed to a place of insights and support of the practice of a shared faith 
with very special people. Indeed, I value coming to FIRST on Sunday, putting aside the 
daily obstacles and taking special time to share, to learn, to recognize and to experience 
that faith, and our congregation. 
 
The reason I give and encourage others to give is that no matter how strong our faith; 
there remains the challenge to maintain and hopefully build the resources at FIRST. In so 
doing we may share this special gift of God with others as it was shared and passed on 
to us. The need to build these gifts is more critical today as congregations are 
challenged by ever increasing costs but fading traditional resources. The thought of 
losing this passed on gift of faith should we not continue our gifts financially or sharing 
personal gifts, or time, or talents would to me be a tragic loss. That is why I give as I can 
in terms of donations, time and work. 
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I remain hopeful that we may all work together and give of ourselves in whatever way 
we are able so that at some point and in some way with God's Grace we continue not 
only spiritually well balanced but financially well balanced as well 
 
My hopes for a happy, healthy and blessed summer for all 
 

Come Sing @ First By Scott Weidler, Director of Music – music@firstelc.ca  

Gathering in community to sing is a healthy thing to do. It relieves stress. It can renew 

energy. It is fun! 

Most months, on the second Thursday, a small group of us gather in the church for one 

hour – 6:00 to 7:00 pm – to sing. No other agenda. We often focus on a particular theme 

(carols in December, love songs in February, peace and justice, and so forth) but we 

always end with some old time pop tunes and showtunes. Always, just for fun. 

Our next gathering will be on July 12. We will keep a Canada Day theme alive, singing 

songs about Canada and from Canadian composers and artists. Being a relatively new 

Canadian, I am eager to learn many of these songs from you. Please join us! Send me an 

email and let me know your favourites that you would hope mighty be included. 

In August, we’ll take a break, but we’ll be back singing on September 14.  

This is always a totally unplugged, acoustic event, focusing on the human voice, be it 

feeble or strong. It would be a joy to have more members and friends of First Lutheran 

join us. 
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Pilot 50+ Choir By Scott Weidler 

I am pleased to announce that I have been asked by Ryerson University’s continuing 
education school to direct a choir for singers who are over fifty years old. We’re offering 
a six-session pilot over the summer, starting in late June through the end of August (a 
detailed schedule can be provided).  
 
Rehearsals are on Monday afternoons from 1:30 to 3:30 just around the corner from 
our church on the Ryerson campus. Since most choir members have very little 
experience singing, we’re going to take it easy and slow, learning how to use our voices 
to become a choir together. The music will be primarily arrangements of secular folk 
songs, show tunes and the like. If, at the end of the summer, singers are willing, there 
may be some opportunities to take our choir “on the road” and sing at some nursing or 
retirement homes. Would you like to sing with us and create something new for our 
community?  
 
Registration information is available at ryerson.ca/ce/csmu105. In addition, there are 
flyers on the table at the back of the church. 
 
If all goes well and this choir is a success, we will be continuing into the regular term in 
September. That might be another time that you could consider joining us. 
 
Singing is good for you and fun! Please consider this opportunity! 

Service Time Change 
After many questions and requests from our members,  

we are making a PERMANENT change to our service times, starting July 1. 

 

First Sunday of the month REMAINS THE SAME 

9:45 German Service with Communion 

11:15 English Service of the Word 

  

Every other Sunday Worship will be at 10:30am. 
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Lutherans Toronto at St. Ansgar's By Adrienne Findlay - Jones 

On Saturday May 26th, Pastor Dawn and some of the lay leadership from First attended 

a workshop on mission, hosted by Lutherans Toronto Central ministerial area. We 

gathered with the people of St. Ansgar's, Martin Luther Etobicoke, Holy Cross 

Newmarket, Christ the King/Dietrich Bonhoeffer Thornhill, and others to listen to the 

keynote speaker, Rt. Reverend Susan Bell, the newly consecrated bishop of the Anglican 

Diocese of Niagara.  The phrase Bishop Bell kept repeating and reminding us was 

"mission without renewal is hypocrisy".  Stemming from her address and from 

discussions around the tables, it was discerned how it is great that churches and 

congregations find new ways of doing mission and the work of Christ in the world, but if 

those new ways are done without internal renewal, all efforts will be frustrated and end 

in failure.  In other words, in our context, it is great that we are making great outreach 

to the Ryerson community, starting a new Wednesday night worship community, and 

hosting a new community choir, but if we are not renewing our faith and our sense of 

ourselves as a Christian community, our progress will be slower and harder, 

encumbering the work of the Holy Spirit in our midst.  The saying "but that's how we've 

always done it" cannot be our mantra any longer; we must question those ways - 

why have we always done it that way, do those ways still work, are those ways accurate 

in telling the world who we are?  What is our identity as a community of Christ's 

followers?  What are we learning about ourselves as our ministry to the world changes? 

Some discussion areas at the tables were a bit testy, especially with people wanting to 

know what the new ways of mission were - "give us concrete examples of what to do!" 

"What does this look like?" The problem with this, as we learned, was expectation: the 

expectation that we do X and Y will happen.  People will be naturally drawn to us.  That's 

not the case, especially if we come up with the mission idea and do not renew ourselves 

in light of the changes the mission idea gives us.  As congregations situated in different 

contexts, it is key that we understand our neighbourhoods as well as understand we 

cannot do all the things the community needs.  So, if we decide to do X, Y will happen IF 
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we engage in Z.  In sharing how we started at First with the other tables, it was affirming 

for us to hear what is happening at First is a great first step.  We are beginning to see 

the stressors of not engaging our own renewal process in our new mission.  Who are we 

now?  We are not who we were 5 years ago, and we are not who we were even last 

year.  Who are we, and how is what we are doing reflecting our faith to the 

world?  Who, what, and where are we going to be a year from now? 

Lunch was provided by Lutherans Toronto, and everyone enjoyed the day.  It was a lot 

of hard thoughtful and prayerful work, and it was an energized time.  

 

 

$$$ Summertime Savings $$$ By Rita Wagner 

The Fellowship of The Least Coin is looking for your least coins! Save up your nickels, 

dimes and quarters and bring them to church. The BIG jar at the back of the church is 

waiting for the small coins! 

The offerings received are held in trust at the Women's Inter-Church Council of Canada 

and forwarded to the Fellowship of the Least Coin International and distributed as 

grants to Christian organizations around the world. 

Thanks to your continuing support we raised $87.35 in 2017. 

Check out our Website 

 
 

Whether you are new to First or just want to know more, visit our recently renovated website. 

Type the URL www.firstelc.ca into your web browser. 

We have information about our ministries, upcoming events, and even a sermon page where 

you can listen to recent sermons which are regularly uploaded online. 
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The Joy in the Journey – Finding Your Joy By Cathy Calvin, Director, Women’s 

Ministry, Eastern Synod  

 
I remember 

as a kid in 

Sunday 

School, one 

of my 

favorite 

songs to sing 

went 

something 

like this: “I’ve 

got the joy, 

joy, joy, joy, 

down in my 

heart, down 

in my heart, down in my heart…“ You may be able to finish the chorus for yourself. It is a 

timeless song, because we all desire to have  oy in our life. But what is this thing that we call 

Joy?  

 

The Webster’s dictionary defines joy as: 1 a: the emotion evoked by wellbeing, success, or good 

fortune or by the prospect of possessing what one desires : delight. b: the expression or 

exhibition of such emotion: gaiety. 2: a state of happiness or felicity: bliss. 3: a source or cause 

of delight.  

 

Quite often people equate joy with being happy and use the terms interchangeably. But, is JOY 

different from HAPPINESS? The answer is: Yes and No.  

 

Joy is something that lasts. Happiness is something that is temporary. Joy springs from within  

and is an internal experience. Happiness is caused by external circumstances or experiences and 

it always depends on others. 
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Joy brings with it a feeling of contentment and confidence which can take us through a storm in 

our life journey. Happiness is not present when we are in the midst of a storm; it just vanishes.  

 

Happiness is a blurred emotion. It can mean different things to many people.  Joy is a conscious 

commitment to be happy, to have a sense of gratitude and contentment despite life’s 

challenges. 

 

Joy in the Journey, the next Women’s Ministry Retreat, will be exploring whether we have 

achieved real joy in our lives as described above. It will be held on May 24—May 26, 2019 in 

Niagara-on-the Lake, Ontario. 

 

We have engaged a wonderful keynote speaker—Wendy Farha. Wendy is a gifted singer, 

songwriter, musician, comedian and inspirational speaker. She has been writing songs and 

performing since 1978. Wendy began by playing in local coffeehouses, churches and hospitals. 

A gifted communicator, Wendy shares her songs, stories and her hilarious sense of humor to 

entertain & inspire her audiences. Wendy’s diagnosis of clinical depression in 2000 and then 

breast cancer in 2009 has given her an empathy for those suffering from sickness, mental illness, 

and from the many difficulties we experience in this life. She will share her music, comedy and 

her life story — an inspirational, faith filled message of hope and JOY through her journey which 

can be a model for our own journey! 

 

Our chaplain for the weekend will be Pastor Karen Kuhnert, currently serving St. James, St. 

Jacobs, ON. We look forward to lively and inspirational worship for the weekend lead by Karen 

and her worship team.  

Breakout sessions will include Bible Study, Arts & Crafts; and Yoga to name a few. We will offer a 

couple of off-site trips into the Niagara Area—including a wine tour!  

 

Saturday evening will feature the Red Shoe Banquet a themed, fun-filled evening for all. What 

do Red Shoes have to do with it? You have to come and find out! Look for more information in 

the next Columbine in the fall. Alternatively, you can go to our new Women’s Ministry Website 

at http://eswomensministry.com/ Information will be updated as available. We hope that many  

of our women can come on a spiritual journey with us that weekend and find their joy. 
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Holy Humour:  
 

If anyone needs an ark, I happen to Noah guy!  

 

Seniorenverein Updates:  

Die Erste Lutherische Kirche hat einen aktiven Seniorenverein. Vor 
einem Monat waehlten wir Dieter Brandes (416-252-7146) als 
unseren neuen Vorsitzenden. 

Im Juli und August haben wir Sommerpause. Doch ab September 
treffen wir uns wieder regelmaessig einmal in Monat am dritten 
Mittwoch um 11:00 Uhr.  

Alle Senioren sind herzlich eingeladen.  

Ursula Knaack, Sekretaerin 

  

Stay Connected 
 

Are you online? Make sure 

you visit First Lutheran 

Church on social media!  

Like and Follow our pages to 

stay up to date on all the 

latest news and engage with 

the community. 

 Follow us on Facebook, 

Twitter and Instagram 

@firstelc 
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Seniorenverein 

There is no Seniorenverein in 

the summer.  

We will meet again September 

19 at our new time of 

11:00am.  

 

Church Council  

6:30pm  

July 10 

August TBA 

September 4 

 

Men’s Breakfast 

Cora’s – 27 Carlton St.  

8am  

July 7 

August 4 

September 1 

 

Come Sing @ First 

Thursdays 6pm – 7pm  

July 7 

No August Session 

September 14 

Church Office Closed  

Canada Day – July 2 

Pastor’s vacation – July 16-29 

Simcoe Day – August 6 

Pastor at CLAY Youth 

Gathering – August 12-20 

The Table  

June 20 was the last 

week before the 

summer break! See 

you again in 

September! 

Revive! Retreat  Friday, September 21 and Saturday, September 22 

To stay up to date on upcoming events @ First view our full calendar on our new and 

improved website: www.firstelc.ca/calendar  
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Thank you to all this edition’s contributors!  

Submissions from: Pastor Dawn Leger, Roy Wick, Rita Wagner, Adrienne Findlay-

Jones, Scott Weidler, and Elizabeth Keith 

Editing and Layout by: Elizabeth Keith  

Deadline to submit content for the Fall 2018 Edition is September 19th. Please email 

any submissions or ideas to web@firstelc.ca to see your work in At First Glance!  

First Lutheran Church  

116 Bond St.  

Toronto, On  

M5B 1X8 

Worship with St. George’s 

You are invited to two special worship services with our friends at St. George’s 

Lutheran Church at 410 College St. 

Sunday, July 8, 1030am We welcome St. George’s here at First. Fellowship to follow 

Sunday, July 29, 11am We join St. George’s at 410 College St. 

THERE WILL BE NO SERVICE AT FIRST ON JULY 29 


